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(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE; 


Living Conditions 

In thS restauran'&B and etolo vayi ^ „or workers^ dlnlng-roomu In Riga there was a menu 
and one could order whaTTe^wanced. There were waiters, .nostly girls, and in 
the Sklrotava suburb the girls were called by name. Tipping was 

not customary and was never added to the bill. Sometimes people gave tips, 
though. Alcoholic beverages were available any place where food was sold. 

Alcoholic beverages were available even in grocery stores, but there' one " could 
buy only by the bottle. In Katlakalna suburb of Riga much fish was consumed# 
since the Daugava River was heavily fished., Near Dole Island salmon were 
caught, and also the famous Dole river lamprey. The fishermen usually sold 
the fish in the black inarket to avoid tcuea. People usually bought a whole 
big salmon in the fall, salted it, and consumed it all winter through. At the 
Central Market la Elga fish was sold black, l.e., not from an official stand, 
where one had to pay three rubles rent. Sugar black-marketeers operated 
^rtlvely on the Central Market. Cigarettes were sold in shof)s and kiosks, 
uut not In newspaper kloeke, which had only newspapers, books, and paper, also 
•ttvalppes. There were no cigarette machines. Clothing could be obtained on 
the bazaar as well as in the shops^before the bazaar was closed in 1960. The 
azaar vas on Zvlrgzdu sala, an island in the Daugava. It was closed because 
the authorities wanted personal belongings brought for sale to the specially- 
MtalJllihed State-rua Bhopi, to th. S:ate would get tht profit. Aftar the 
hataar on Zrlrgtdu I.l^d wae doted In the aurnnor of 1960, the navy hullt 50X1 -HUM 
lonethlng on thle lelaad. 
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4, Blementary ftchool was ABe,aiid courpulaory for at least four grades. Books, 

pencilSpetc, had to be bou^t by parents. Of the five teachers, two were men 
and three women, i’he language was Latvian, but each day there was one and, 
some days, even two lessons In Russian, so anybody knew enough Russian. fhe^O^'I'HUM 
usual praise of Stalin, was heard at any lesson, but it was not taken seriously 
by the ptjjils. 

in Riga pupils were more vulnerable to the Communist teaching, but in the country 
the ties to the family were stronger^ since the adults at home curs ed-the 
system, so did the children, of course not openly or among strangers, | 

I Some children in Riga complained 
aoou^ tne dimcultles in their schpol and the difficult Russian language Ir 
particular. ^ 50X1 -HUM 

6. Though the kolkhoz had its own tractor, it was supposed to be used only for 

transportation, not for ploughing, .> since the ploughing was done by the tractors 
of the MTS. nevertheless, the koltooz people did the ploughing, too, thus saving 
part of the grain which would otherwise be delivered to the MTS. Starting 
early in 1951, the regulations were enforced and the kolkhoz tractor was not 

S2;CRI1T 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/29 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000600060009-0 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/29 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000600060009-0 


SBOBM 


^ 3 ^ 


50X1 -HUM 


allowed to do any more ploughing* Even the threshing machine had to he de- 
livered to the MTS* In the kolkhoz there were about 80 cows. A hig ham 
was started, to have a capacity of 100 cows. It was not finished yet in May ' 
1951, and the cows were kept in several places, 12 in one place, 25 in another, 
etc. There was electr icity in Katlakalns, also in the koU 

“ I there was 120»^valt electric current. 

[electric hulhs were used for a long time without being replaced, 
fin d in their barn they had a bulb which had been there for at least three 
years, and was still good. 


50X1 -HUM 


I I From Skirotava to the Ergli railroad 50 XI -HUM 

the road was of gravel and in very poor condition, From the Riga-Ergli rail- 
road it was asphalt up to a point and from there on was paved with stones. 

The main road from Riga to Daugavpils was asphalt from Katlakalns to Kuznecovs, 
but farther into Riga was paved with stones. Motor traffic was not too 
heavy. The kolkhoz Jaui^ Straume had tractors and trucks, which used the same 
roads. Automobiles could be obtained by anybody who had enough money; there 
was a special shop for Automobiles and motorbikes in Riga. A Moskvich car, the 
same as the German Opel, could be bought for 8000 rubles^ the Pobeda for 15,000 
rubles. Some young workers bought motorbikes ^ mostly those working in a factory, 
earning good wages, and living with their parents, thus saving money on room and 
board. ' A Moskva motorbike, 125 com, cost 2300 rubles? one of 350 ccm, 3800 
rubles j a German BM7 motorbike cost 4250 rubles, A used one could be obtained 
second-hand for 1000 rubles. The fuel could be purchased officially in shoos 
and filling stations in Riga, 


The price was three rubles per liter of gasoline p but many of the Katlakaln8 50X1- 
people bought gasoline black from the soldiers of the nearby airfield and got 
it for 80 kopeks -1 ruble per liter. Oil was obtained the same way; and was 
of better q.uality than in the shop or filling station^ Motorbikes also could be 
purchased at the Arml.las Bkonomiskais Veikala. A bicycle cost 700 to 900 rubles. 
Some of the workers employed in Riga and living at Katlakalns bought bicycles. 

A bicycle required a license plate like a car or motorbike. Examination was 
not necessary, but one had to register his bike with the izDildkomiteia ^ and 
pay 10 rubles tax per year, ahd then he received a numbered plate and a certi- 
ficate with his name, address, and the number of the bicycle frame. Extension 
cost three rubles, and each year a new plate had to be obtained. 


HUM 


7, There were many houses directly on the shore of the Daugava River. Some people 
had privately-owned boats ^ and some even outboard motorboats. All boats had to 
be registered, but taxes had to be paid only for motorboats. Opposite to 
Katlakalns was Dole Island in the Daugava River, and there and on both shores 
were many fishermen. But fishing did not flourish, since fish were scared 
away by detonations from a dredging operation in the river, which was attempting 
to make it navigable to tugboats, which could come up the river only as far as 
Katlakalns, where there was an assembly place for lumber- rafts coming downstream. 
There was a ship connection between Dole Island and Riga, but the last one Riga- 
bound was due in the afternoon, and those who wanted to go to Riga afterwards 
were rowed over to Katlakalns and then took a train or streetcar from the 
Sarkanais Kvadrats factory. The nearest railway station was Skirotava. When 
the weather was stormy, the old ferry man did not like to row over to Dole, 
so local boys earned money rowing people over. The passengers were mostly 
women gathering skabenee . a certain grass used for food, and selling it on the 
market in Riga. Bach one paid two or three rubles for a trip, and so the boys 
earned money for the theater or volley-ball, which was a very popular game. 

The river was deepened to give access to the chalk factories on Dole and also 
on the right bank of the river. The stones and rocks in the river were blown 
up with dynamite. The teams carrying out the detonations came from Riga, from 
a State- run enterprise. These teams worked on the river each summer. 


8. There was a militiaman in uniform who stayed permanently in Salaspils and 
came now and then to Katlakalns for checkups and, in 1948, for several days 
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during the issuance of new passports. This man from Salaapils ted stars on 
his and therefore. according to Bource,iau8t have been an offl^ 

^r istrehltel was a Gommunist. though his brotner was nov anu uiuou 
about the life, nevertheless their relations were good, and when the militia 
officer came to Katlakalns in 1948 and ted to stay for a couple of days, he 
was billeted in the house belonging to the brother of the i Btrg^lte J,. The 
militia officer from Salaspils was a Soviet who knew Latvian, atlak^ns was 
a rural community and did not belong to Riga. Why the registration o f the in- 

habitants should be done in Riga at the militia office at Skolas lelaL I 

I 1 It could be due to the fact that the rayon was Rigas Htyon, 50X1 -HUM 

At any rate the office[ 

Skolas lela in. Riga, 


Hte^^RiS’'^%treetfrtclfl ed new names in 1950, Marijas iela was re^ed 
Suvorova iela. Kr. Barona lela, which was Suvorova ie;La until 1918, 
called Kr. Barona iela only after the independence of Latv i a , was still und er 

t he same name. Gertrudes iela received another neune, ^ J 50 x 1 -HUM 

Whether Brivit)ag hulvarig Is called Lenina bulvaris 


where there formerly was 'a kiosks now stands a monument of Lenin. Ha^na 
.-■■I , <,, 1 .. airni,, <aig da■F^r^^te^■v had their old names. 


I Am nng tt mal ler BtrsBts In tns OUSSgirSB 01 

iela and An^ustlnes lela had the same names. On the Esplanade behind the 
Orthodox church a stage was built for the use of* choirs during the big music 
festivals. In the fall of 1950 it was torn down, since it was said that a 
bigger one would bo built. Then he heard that there was no money aviailable 
and rebuilding was not even started until May 1961. All people laughed at 
that. Ip Grand Termana Garden the stage for the orchestra was torn down 
and a bigger one built on a stone foundation opposite the old location. There were 
no other buildings In Vermana Gardena, The lion monuments were still thero, and 
also roses and other flowers everywhere. In Little Vermana Garden there' was a 
restaurant. In Grand Vearaiana Garden there was a W. C, for public use on the 
north side. Whether that street is called Terbatas lela,. | | 

Other W, CJs for public use were in the cellar of the kiosk near the Liberty 
Monument. A big clock on the pavement was still there. On the opposite 50X1 -HUM 
comer, toward Baste Jkalns, there was a booth for a policeman who operated 
traffic signals. The llgh'tB hung over the middle of the crossing, A similar 
device was on the crossing where the Lenin Monument stood, There the booth 
for the policeman was built on top of the corner house, on the side of the 
street opposite the station. The streetcar did not go along the boulevard be- 
tween the Liberty Monument and Lenin Monument, but traffic was heavy with 
trolleybuses, busesroars, horse-cabs, horse transports, movers with two-wheel 
hhnd carts, bicycleSj^and motorbikes. In the old city there was an old church 
with a ro Qfltar on the tower, and another church with a new tower, pointed but 
not hig h. 


There wer e ruins around the Armijas Bkonomiskais Velkals. f 

I former shops had been closed; there were still a great number 
of shops on the Riga streets. One of the Central Market halls was damaged, but 
Was later repaired , and used for exhibition of agricultural machinery. There 
was no bazaar behind the Central Market, but the Central Market itself was 50X1 -HUM 
used for black market activities. Opposite Hotel Rome was a big bookshop* A. 
shop for photo cameras, skeletons, mlcroBC opes, and other items tor school use 
was acroi^ the street opposite the Glrcus. The house of the former Latvian 
Society was a military office of some sort. 50X1 -HUM 


^ the Veterinary Hospital near Grlzinkalns, 

a fence had been started around a raised area. It was behind a sports field 
and according to the map should b© Grlzinkalns, not far from Zvaigznu iela 
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and the Yeterinaiy HoBpital„ | 

1949, the fence was already finished; 
guards 


I the Veterinary Hospital in 


on the corners there were towers for 
and soldiers guarded th e place, and by night it was il luminated hy 


searchlight So In 1950 and 1951 
had been done within the fence, 
plant had been hullt. It was still a secret in May 1951 
Medical Facilities 


something farther 

Humors were spread that some underground 


50X1 -HUM 


Soviet doctors who 

served polyclinics generally were not good, and people who could afford it visited 
private doctors who were well«4cnown from former times o 


12 * 


13. 


In the summer of 1948, a dog was shot in the leg hy somebody. The dog was 50X1 -HUM 
taken to the Veterinary Clinic somewhere in the vicinity of Crizinkalns, not 
far from Zvalgznu iela-Augustinea ielao near Budolfa iela, I 1 


] I It was an old army horse left behind hy Oermans and something was wrong 

with the legs. ^ Whether thg 5Qxi-HUM 

kolkhoz receive^treatme nt without being charged\ I 

[ treatment was very ea^ensive. All of the doctors and 
personnel at the Veterinary Hosnltal were Latvians in contrast to the poly- 
clinics for human beings, where maxiy of the personnel were Soviets and Jews, ui iiv/i 

Merchant Marine oUAl-l-lUlVl 


I The steamer BI RUTA was a~^ 

large one and made trips overseaB] I 


I jor navigaT>ion overseas only tne pest of those who graAtmted 
from the navigation school were chosen. Prerequisite was perfect knowl edge 50 X1 -HUM 
of Eussian and English, Thera were several Latvians on board the BIRUTAl 





i’ne captain and most officers were Soviet, and the language used on the 


ship was Russian. 


^ Sailors were allowed to visit the ^X1 -HUM 

towns in foreign ports, but only in groups p and one would be appointed to be 
responsible that all of the group returned to the ship. The length of stay was 
not more than half a day. The sailors used to go ashpre in, civilian clothes, but 
then they were Instructed to go ashore only in uniform. They used the time 
ashore mostly for shcpping, receiving part of their salary in foreign currency. 

They bou^t leather items, these being very expensive in the Soviet Union. The 
salary of a lieutenant was 500 rubles per months plus some amount in foreign 
lodging were free. The BIHJTA did not stop at Lep^aj 
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I Until 1950 streetcar Uo. 5 went to Kuznecovs, and 

from there to Sarkanais Kvadrata^UOo 15, One could go through with a ticket 
for 30 kopeks as far as Sarkanais Kvadrats. In 1950 the streetcar lines were 
changed, and Hoo 3 went to Kuznecovs instead. This lin e went along Mari. las 
lela, hut in one direction the line was extended to YBF| H 

I not far from 

Zvalgznu iela-Augus tines iela, probably along Pemavas iela. There was another 
line going as far as August ines iela, hut it turned there whereas No. 3 went 
to VST. In the other direction line No. 3 was directed to Kuznecovs instead uwka 
of going around the Ring, Thus^No. 3 went from YEF to Kuznecovs and hack, 50X 1 -HUM 


No. 8 -Which went from Kuznecovs to Sarkanais Kvadrats with 


only one car^^hecauae there was no place to turn at Sarkanais Kvadrats „ 


I Alter tnis cnange or lines one couia go 

through with one ticket from the station to Sarkanais Kvadrats and hack again 
for 30 kopeks from Kvadrats, via Kuznecovs ^to Elga Station, hut if somebody 
wanted to proceed further than the station, another ticket had to he secured 
for 30 kopeks. To go from Kvadrats to the theater, in Valdemara iela, one had 
to alight at Autoosta and take another streetcar to the theater, paying another 
30 kopeks. After the change, all streetcars coming from the other side of the 
Daugava turned from the bridge to the right and went to the Central Market; 
they approached the market through one viaduct and came hack through the other, 
so that it seems the former Elng used by all streetcars had been abandoned, 50X1 -HUM 
and the marketplace wae m terminus for some streetcar lines. The streetcars 
from Pardaugava went over the ponton-bridge, not over the railroad bridges, 
and there were no streetcar rails from the ponton-bridge in the direction of 
the castle and harbor. On Valdemara iela j,t hough j, the re must have been rails "I^UM 
since the ponton-bridge was taken out of service during the spring period of 
floating ice. Then the streetcars used the bridge at Valdemara ie la. which 
had only one pair of rails. A streetcar went along Ba ina bulvarls 


No streetcar was in 


operation on Brivibas bulvaris, renamed Lenina bulvar is ^ and none on Brivibas 
iela. There was a trolleybus instead. The streetcar drivers and conductors 
wore a gray-blue uniform with a sign on the hat with a wheel and two wings. 

Tney were both men and women, and spoke Eussian and some Latvian, 50X1 HUM 

Besides the streetcar^ Riga had the following means of transportations The 
trolleybus had replacea some streetcar lines, such as No. 1, 2, ligand 12, at 
least along Brlvibas bulvarie. It is not known whether streetcars were still 
running farther on along Brivibas iela. A new trolleybus line ran along 50X1 -HUM 
Q-ertrudes iela^ a street now having the name of a Soviet man. New lines had 
been established. One line ran to the ar my barracks where the Air Porce School 
was located, turned there ^ and went back, f J 


the itinerary was written on a placard in the window 
on both sides of the trolleybus, in both Latvian and Eussian, just as in 50X1 -HUM 
streetcars. Fare depended on the distance to be travelled. The uniform of 
the trolleybus drivers and conductors was the same as streetcar personnel. 

Conductors were both male and female, language Latvian and Euseian, but some 
conductors did not understand Latvian. A bus ran to the far outskirts of the 
town but also covered portions of the city. The personnel of the buses in Elga 
had the same uniform as streetcar and trolleybus personnel. In the main bus 
station, the Autoosta, there were several ticket offices where a ticket could 
be bought before entering the bus. The ticket booths had inscriptions in both 
Latvian and Eussian. Taxi-oat) s have no other designation than ”Taxi" on the 
firont. Women drove sometimes^ There were many cabs. They stood in a line at 
the station, and elsewhere. 


From Skirotava to Eiga there were four workers “ trains at noon, in the evening, 
and at night. Besides these, there were trains from Eiga to Krustpils and Eiga 
to Skrlveri which stopped at Skirotava. The rapid Eiga-Daugavpils train did 
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Easalan. 

F3iZ*'b Isstr^s 

The {f:olldiozrLikl worked in a wood about 30 kia., .South of Riga*. . 

They were billeted in a farmhouse » One ev^nlSig's after dark, 
two or three men entered the house and asked for food. They had cloaks with 
hoods, and under the cloaks they had small machine guns and pistols. To j,. 

gftxfftrfll nvft.1 hand grenades. The men were middle-aged, Ot i A I - n U IVI 


it was possible to cross tne jL>augava on the 


ice then. They were Latvian par-cisans, because bandits were mostly Soviets 
and came only to rob people. These men spoke Latvian and^when they noticed 
that there were many people in the room sleeping, they tried to start political 
conversations ^asking how the workers liked the life, whether they expect changes, 
etc. The workers gave evasive answers, being afraid to be mixed up with partisans, 

I anybody would have reported this, visit 
The partisans left the house as soon as thev had 

50X1 -HUM 


to the Cominunlst authorities 
eaten something. 
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